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University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign plant biology professor emeritus Govindjee is a 

recipient of a Lifetime Achievement Award from the International Society of 

Photosynthesis Research, an honor he shares with Eva-Mari Aro, a professor emeritus of 

molecular plant biology at the University of Turku, in Finland. 

Govindjee, who turns 90 in October and goes by the one name only, made pivotal 

discoveries into the mechanisms that drive photosynthesis in plants and algae. He also has 



written or edited dozens of books about the process of photosynthesis and the scientists 

who studied it. 

According to the letter of nomination, which was anonymously submitted, Govindjee 

“made key contributions to chlorophyll fluorescence induction and photosystem II function 

… and after retirement he continued to impact the field in many other ways, including by 

providing a historical perspective of the field.” 

The award was presented Aug. 5, 2022.  during the closing ceremony of the 18th 

International Congress on Photosynthesis Research in New Zealand. 
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Source: https://mcb.web.illinois.edu/news/2022-09-12/govindjee-receives-lifetime-achievement-

award-photosynthesis-research 
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